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The next event on the PWI calendar is our 2nd Quarterly Meeting sponsored by Interfleet Technology. 
The meeting is also our annual joint meeting with the IRSE and the RTSA. 
Kevin Karaloff will present a paper on ñPPP and Alliancing ï The Engineerôs Perspectiveò.  Larry 
Matters will present a paper on ñConsequences of Distractions in the Rail Environmentò 
The meeting is on the 27th May at the Sydney Masonic Centre at 4.30pm so come along and support 
your PWI, refreshments and finger food will be provided after the meeting. 
 
 
I am sure you have all seen the email announcing details of this yearôs PWI Winter Dinner to be held on 
Friday 25th of June at the ñCrystal Ballroomò Luna Park. This yearôs event is proudly sponsored by 
Abigroup and is an excellent opportunity to relax and enjoy the stunning views of Sydney Harbour. A 
great evening of entertainment has been arranged and provides a chance to catch up with colleagues 
and old friends. Remember that partners are most welcome and encouraged to attend this event. Due 
to the events popularity, the dinner is fully booked.  
 
 
Planning for the PWI Annual Convention on Friday 29th October 2010 is well advanced and will be held 
once again at the Sydney Convention Centre, Darling Harbour. 
 
 
This yearôs convention will be built around the theme ñThe Global Perspectiveò.  We will look outside of 
Australia at new ideas, practices, materials and equipment being used around the globe. The 
convention sub-committee has confirmed 3 international speakers to present their perspectives from 
UK, US and Asia.  It is also time to start to think about submissions for the prestigious PWI awards that 
will be on offer this year, for details look on the website. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Quarterly Meeting on Thursday 27th May, bring a friend along! 
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Diary Dates  
 

2
nd

 Quarterly Meeting ï 27 May 2010 - Masonic Centre - 4.30pm  
            Winter Dinner ï 25 June ï Crystal Ballroom, Luna Park ï see page 6 for further details 

Next Committee Meeting ï 11 Aug 2010 ï Masonic Centre ï 5.00pm  
    

 

Welcome to the PWIôs May 2010 Newsletter. 
 
Even with the continued nervousness in the World Financial and Economic 
markets the Rail Industry in Australia continues to prosper. There are significant 
rail project running in every state in the country, with Tasmania recently 
announcing major upgrade projects. 
 
The continued support by both the Government and the Mining sectors all goes 
well for our PWI members and Companies in the Rail Industry. 
 
The PWI continues to play an important role in the Rail Industry by providing 
opportunities for people in the Industry to transfer information and network. 
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22nndd  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  MMeeeettiinngg  SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::  Interfleet Technology  

2277tthh  MMaayy  44::3300ppmm  SSyyddnneeyyôôss  MMaassoonniicc  CCeennttrree    
 

PPP and Alliancing ï The Engineerôs Perspective 
Presented by Kevin Karaloff, Business Leader Strategic Services for Interfleet Technology 
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2nd Quarterly Joint Meeting with IRSE & RTSA 

Some contemporary research on distractions caused by the use of 
mobile phones and other electronic devices will also be examined.  
Larryôs presentation will conclude with an examination of National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Preliminary Report into the 
fatal collision between a commuter train and a Union Pacific Freight 
train at Chatsworth in California that occurred on 12 September 
2008.  The Driverôs use of a mobile phone was a prime contributor 
to this collision. 
We look forward to and interesting and informative presentation 
from our RTSA colleagues. 
  

Our next Quarterly meeting on 27 May 2010, is our joint meeting 
with colleagues from the IRSE and RTSA, Larry Matters, member 
of the RTSA and Senior Transport Safety Investigator with the 
Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) will deliver a 
presentation titled ñConsequences of Distraction in the Rail 
Environmentò.  Larryôs presentation will focus on SPADôs and will 
cover the types of unsafe acts that lead to SPADôs.  Unsafe acts 
canvassed will be violations, mistakes, slips and lapses; with a brief 
outline of the progress made in the rail industry towards reducing 
the potential for such acts. 
 

 

 

The Australian rail sector is currently experiencing one of the biggest 
investment booms in modern times from both the public and private 
sectors.  Private sector investments are largely driven by the mining 
industry, however we are also seeing unprecedented investment in rail 
from the public sector. 
   
Kevin will focus on public sector procurements and the methods and 
strategies that governments are favouring for major projects - namely 
PPP and Alliancing.  Kevin hopes to provide fellow engineers with 
insight into the underlying philosophies behind these two approaches.   
 
This current boom in rail requires more engineers to achieve this 
growth as a result of the investment.  Kevin will highlight how these 
new contracting arrangements do not reduce the need for engineering, 
they in fact increase it.  Whilst the nuts and bolts are important, it is the 
vision and engineering management skill that will shift society forward 
and make our world a better place to live, now and for future 
generations. 
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WWrraapp--uupp  11sstt  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  MMeeeettiinngg  SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::  Benson Machines  
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PWI are looking for Sponsors for our Quarterly meetings in 2010, if you wish to sponsor one of our four 
quarterlies and provided a speaker and technical paper please contact our Secretary:  

 
Peter Boonstra -0412 424 438 

 

. 
 

 

 

  

 

 
Paul Philips from Benson Machines - Linsingerôs Australasian representative 
gave an interesting and discussion provoking presentation at the February 
quarterly meeting. 
 
Paulôs presentation introduced world-leading technology from Lingsinger 
Austria, which outlined the solution to the worldwide problem of efficient 
maintenance of the rolling contact profile of railway track. 
 
Linsinger Austria has developed an innovative milling method enabling the 
maintenance to be a controlled process, where the profile and surface finish 
of the track is predictable and consistent. 
 

 
Paul responded to the many questions were raised and outlined the benefits which included: 
 

¶ The track can generally be processed and finished in one pass, meaning track occupation is minimised, 

¶ Processing speeds of more than 25m/min have been achieved, 

¶ The Linsinger method is done dry and there is no risk of fire. 
 
This unique technology is gaining worldwide acceptance throughout Europe and Asia. 
Paul also described the various delivery methods which included rail mounted and a road truck version allowing 
easy deployment at possession restricted track sites.  Paul inverted members and guests to visit the Lingsinger 
Austria rail milling expert at the upcoming RTAA field day if they wished to delve into more technical detail. 

 

 
 

The PWI thank Benson Machines and Lingsinger for their support and 
excellent presentation. 

 




