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NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2010 
 

Next Meeting – 3rd June 2010 
 

The next meeting of the PWI SA Section will be held on Thursday 3rd June 2010. This joint 
meeting with the RTSA will be a site inspection of the: 

 

DRY CREEK RAILCAR DEPOT 
 

To make way for the new Royal Adelaide Hospital, the existing TransAdelaide railcar depot near 
Adelaide Railway Station has to be vacated. To allow this, a new railcar depot is being constructed at 
Dry Creek. The new depot, when completed later this year, will contain a railcar maintenance, railcar 
cleaning (separate areas for inside and outside of the railcars), railcar refuelling and stabling 
facilities. 
 

The construction is proceeding well with most of the buildings and their internal layout readily 
identifiable and the trackwork well advanced. The inspection will take in most of the site. 
 

      
 

      

Members and visitors attending the inspection are to meet in the Contractors Carpark  at 1530 
sharp. Access to the Contractors Carpark is off Churchill Road North – Refer to the map at the end 
of the Newsletter. Latecomers may not be admitted to the inspection. 
 

As the Railcar Depot is a construction site, correct PPE including Safety Shoes, Hard Hat, Orange 
Vest, Safety Glasses and long trousers and sleeves are mandatory. Persons without the correct PPE 
will not be permitted to participate in the inspection. 
 

It is anticipated that the inspection will finish at approximately 1715 after which light refreshments 
will be made available. 
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LAST MEETING 
 

The last meeting was held 8th April 2010 and 
was a site inspection of the Adelaide 
Tramline Upgrade Works. 
 

The inspection commenced at the 
Glengowrie Tram Depot with site induction 
and a brief description of the depot upgrade 
work. The participants then proceeded to the 
tram maintenance shed for a brief description 
of the maintenance task. 
 

 
Photo – North Yard showing Existing Track 
(This track will be replaced in later stages of the 

upgrade project) 
 

 

Photo – Old H Class Tram Outside of Maintenance 
Shed 

 

 
Photo – Citidis Tram in Tram Maintenance Shed 

 

 
Photo – Peter Haskard Describing the Tram 

Maintenance Activities 
 

The group then split into two with one group 
remaining in the maintenance shed to learn 
more about the maintenance of the trams and 
to get a close view of the underfloor 
components including the various bogie 
types used. The second group proceeded to 
the South Stabling Yard to observe and learn 
about the almost completed track upgrade 
work in that area. 
 

 
Photo – View of New Trackwork in the South Yard 
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Photo – Participants Discuss the Track 

Construction with Phil Smithers of Coleman Rail 
 

The South Yard is the first stage of 
reconstruction of the depot trackwork to 
modern standards using tramline turnouts, 
grooved rail in the turnouts and plain track, 
all embedded in concrete. It is expected that 
this trackwork will provide a long life with 
minimal maintenance. The South Yard track 
length has also been substantially increased 
to permit the stabling of the increased tram 
fleet size which will be doubled when the 
final four new Flexity’s are delivered early 
next year. 
 

 

Photo – Participants Head for the Special Tram 
 

All too soon at 1130, the two groups 
recombined and boarded a special tram to 
tour the tramline to the newly opened 
terminus at the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre (AEC). The tram was a new Citidis 
tram specially provided so that the 
participants could experience this new 
addition to the TransAdelaide tram fleet. 
During the journey, participants were able to 
appreciate the upgrade to the tram overhead 
supply system, which is being totally 
renewed between South Terrace and Glenelg, 
the new South Road Tram Overpass, track 

renewal at South Terrace and the new track 
from City West to the AEC. 
 

 
Photo – Citidis Tram Driver’s Control Position 

 

 
Photo – Citidis Tram Interior View 

 

A brief stop was held at the new South Road 
Overpass - Stop 6 to allow the participants to 
go onto the platform to observe the platform 
and structure. During the stop, a brief 
overview of the project was given by the 
DTEI Project Director, Paul Gelston. 
 

 

Photo – Citidis Tram in at the South Road Tram 
Stop 
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Photo – Paul Gelston Describing the South Road 
Tram Overpass Project 

 

 

Photo – Participants Discuss the South Road Tram 
Overpass with Paul Gelston 

 

 

Photo – South Road Tram Overpass  
View of Track and Platform 

 

 

Photo – South Road Tram Overpass  
View of Track and Pandrol Vipa Rail Fastenings 

 

At the AEC terminus another 10 minute stop 
was provided to inspect the facilities at that 
location, including a view from the end of the 
platform of the scissor crossovers giving 
access to the two terminating platforms. 
 

 

Photo – Platform at AEC  
Flexity Service Tram on Right and Special Citidis 

Tram on Left 
 

 

Photo – View of AEC Tram Stop  
 

 

Photo – AEC Tram Stop  
AEC in Background (Left) 
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Photo – AEC Tram Stop  
View of Track and Scissor Crossovers 

 

On the return journey, approximately 23 PWI 
members and guests alighted at Stop 3 
Goodwood Road and adjourned to the nearby 
Goodwood Hotel where refreshments were 
provided. 
 

Rail Industry Field Days 
 

Sandy Bull, Secretary RTAA 
 

Not even the drizzle could place a dampener 
on the huge display of shiny rail track 
machinery and equipment in Sydney on 3 and 
4 March 2010. The Rail Track Association 
Australia (RTAA), in conjunction with 
RailCorp held their third Rail Industry Field 
Days Event in RailCorp’s Yard at their Up 
Paddock Sidings, in the suburb of Clyde, 
Sydney attracting many display stalls and a 
huge variety of on-track machinery covering 
all aspects of the railway industry. 
 

The Field Day Event took place over two 
days providing an exhibition reminiscent of a 
“mini-VDEI Münster” to the Australian rail 
industry. Stallholders were provided the 
opportunity to showcase their rail related 
wares or services within the marquees 
provided or outdoors alongside the track. 
 

The Field Days attracted over 3,000 visitors 
exceeding the numbers of the previous two 
events held in 2006 and 2007 and this event, 
which has become a bookmark in the 
Australian rail calendar, will be now be 
staged every 12 months from the next 
planned event in late October 2011. 
 

The opening ceremony was officiated by a 
number of high profile VIPs beginning with a 
speech by Dale Coleman, President RTAA 

and Rob Mason, CEO of RailCorp. Amongst 
our other dignitaries were, The Hon. Laurie 
Ferguson (Member for Reid & Parliamentary 
Secretary for Multicultural Affairs and 
Settlement Services) who represented the 
Federal Minister for Transport and the NSW 
Shadow Minister for Transport, Gladys 
Berejiklian. 
 

 
Photo – Rob Mason, CEO RailCorp Addresses 

Attendees  During the Official Opening 
 

The Field Days Event provides a unique 
opportunity for railway executives, owners, 
contractors, consultants, suppliers, rail 
heritage preservers, track workers, university 
researchers as well as students of engineering 
and employees of RailCorp and other rail 
industry bodies to get together, sharing their 
common pride for the Australian railway 
industry. 
 

Many major and smaller rail companies 
provided their sponsorship, on varying levels 
to enable all visitors to be given free entry to 
the event. Food and drink (non-alcoholic) 
were freely available to all. Live 
demonstrations of the huge track-laying or 
rail grinding machinery and other track 
maintenance equipment, as well as smaller 
exhibits of welding and other services, 
provided visitors with the chance to 
experience first hand the latest technology 
available in Australia. Free bus transport was 
provided to and from the nearby Auburn 
railway station to visitors. 
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Photo – General View of Exhibits  

 

 
Photo – Range of Track Tools on Display 

 

This year the RTAA held its inaugural No 
Tie Dinner on the evening of 3 March to 
complement the exhibition. The dinner was 
held at The Sebel Ballroom, Parramatta and 
attracted 300 guests for a cocktail party 
followed by a sit down dinner, with 
entertainment and a seafood menu. The 
dinner again provided further opportunity for 
rail industry members to socialise in a 
convivial and informal setting. The dinner 
was partially sponsored so that guests were 
provided with quality entertainment and food 
at a reasonable cost. It is intended that the 
dinner becomes a regular event during the 
Field Days in the future. 
 

The next Field Days Event is planned to be 
held in 26/27 October 2011, preceding the 
PWI NSW Convention and harbour cruise 
enabling interstate and overseas guests the 
opportunity to participate in both events 
within the same week. 
 

To register your interest in the 2011 Field 
Days, please contact The Secretary, RTAA 
on sandy@bullhead.com.au or through our 
RTAA website on www.rtaa.org.au 
 

Adelaide Rail Upgrade News 
(Courtesy of What’s Happening in TransAdelaide) 
 

New Railcars - As part of the $2.1 billion 
Rail Revitalisation program, a “Request for 
Proposal” (RfP) for the purchase and 
maintenance of 66 new electric railcars was 
released in late March. The full tender is 
available at www.tenders.sa.gov.au. 
 

The RfP will close on 13th July 2010, 
following which proposals will be assessed 
and the new railcars will be chosen after 
negotiation with the manufacturers and 
obtaining of Government approvals. It can be 
expected that there will be extensive 
discussions with staff in the detailed design 
of the vehicles and that the first railcars will 
be delivered in 2012 to the new Seaford 
Depot. 
 

Key features of the tender are the request for 
a “platform product”, i.e. a train already built 
and in effective operation in other 
jurisdictions, and a ten year maintenance 
requirement. High levels of availability and 
reliability have been sought along with a 
range of modern features in areas such as 
door systems, Passenger Information, CCTV, 
fire safety, noise, vibration etc. 
 

Gawler Line Closure - On the 6 June 2010, 
one of the biggest rail projects undertaken in 
some time will commence on the Gawler 
line. The track from Mawson Lakes to 
Adelaide will be completely shut down to 
allow resleepering of the line. This is part of 
the unprecedented $2.6 billion decade long 
government investment in revitalising rail. 
 

The federal government has also provided 
another $293.5 million for this project in the 
last budget, which means that it will be 
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completed in 2013 instead of 2015. Some of 
the work that will be undertaken on the line 
includes: 
· Upgrading the base layer of the track 
· Installing new gauge-convertible concrete 
sleepers 
· Improving stromwater drainage 
· Refurbishing/replacing rail 
· Connecting the new Dry Creek Depot to the 
Gawler line. 
 

Seaford Extension - Early works for the 
Seaford Rail Extension project commenced 
in late March 2010 and are scheduled for 
completion in August 2010. These works 
involve the construction of a road bridge at 
Goldsmith Drive Noarlunga Centre, and 
significant drainage upgrades south of 
Seaford Road. In addition to these items, 
service relocations are also being undertaken 
and site offices and compounds are being 
established. 
 

Contract documents for the Design and 
Construct Contract were forwarded to short-
listed tenderers in late March 2010. Tenders 
are due in late June 2010 and it is expected 
that the Design and Construct contract will 
be awarded in September 2010. 
 

Membership 
 

Life Members 
 

Life Membership is awarded to members 
who have provided outstanding support and 
contribution to the PWI. Our current Life 
Members are John Adams and Stephen 
Townsend. 
 

Corporate Membership 
 

Our Corporate Members for 2010 are: 
 

i) Pandrol Australia 
ii)  John Holland 
iii)  OneSteel 
iv) Transfield Services 
v) TransAdelaide 
vi) ARTC 
vii)  Southern Quarries 
viii)  Phoenix Project Management 
ix) Momentum Rail 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Personal Membership 
 

Personal Membership of the PWI SA Section 
is available to any person who is involved or 
interested in the rail industry. 
 

For any non-members reading this 
Newsletter, we encouraged you to join. The 
cost is not great, we believe that the PWI 
provides valuable support to those in the rail 
industry and membership is a statement of 
support for both the PWI and the rail 
industry. 
 

A Personal Membership application form 
may be found attached to the back of this 
Newsletter. 
 

Trackwork Achievement Award 
 

The Trackwork Achievement Award is 
made on projects that involve or are 
associated with track or related infrastructure. 
It is disappointing to report that in 2009 no 
submissions were received. 
 

The award this year comprises the retention 
of the Bert Rex Shield for one year and a 
cheque for the sum of $500.00. 
 

The Trackwork Achievement Award is 
proudly sponsored by:  
 

 
 

The PWI South Australian Section 
acknowledges and thanks Rex-Lok for their 
continued support with this award. 
 

OneSteel Safety Award 
 

The OneSteel Safety Award shall be 
awarded by the PWI South Australian 
Section for commendable achievement 
and/or initiative in the field of occupational 
health, safety and welfare in relation to the 
Permanent Way of an operating railway. 
 

It is disappointing to report that in 2009 no 
submissions were received. 
 
The award comprises a suitably engraved 
plaque and a cheque for the sum of $500.00. 
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The PWI South Australian Section 
acknowledges and thanks OneSteel for their 
continued support with this award. 
 

Articles and Papers for the PWI 
Newsletter 
 

Members and readers are encouraged to 
submit articles and papers on activities and 
technical issues related to the permanent way 
and railways in general. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

None received but letters from members 
would be most welcome. 
 
British Railway Track and Track 
Compendium 
 

The “British Railway Track” book is 
currently being revised and the Seventh 
Edition will be published in future as a series 
of volumes, each to be purchased separately. 
The following volumes are currently 
available: 
 

Volume 1 Design Part 3 – Bull Head Rail 
Volume 4 - Plain Line Maintenance 
Volume 5 – Switch and Crossing 

Maintenance. 
Volume 9 – Track Terminology 

 

Copies of the 6th Edition are still be available 
from the UK. 
 

For further details as to how to obtain any of 
these books, please contact the Secretary. 
 

2010 Membership Fees 
 

Membership Fees for the 2010 Financial 
Year became due on the 1st November 2009.  
 

Membership Fees for the 2010 Financial 
Year remain the same as last year and are: 
 

Personal Member – City Location $25.00 
 

Per. Member – Country Location $10.00 
 

Corporate Member $500.00 
 

Membership renewal forms have been sent 
out separately by the Treasurer. Please return 
promptly with your payment. If you have 
misplaced the renewal notice, a membership 
renewal for is attached to the Newsletter. 
 

City Members are those residing in the 
Adelaide metropolitan area and Country 
Members are those residing outside the 
Adelaide metropolitan area. 
 

Members are reminded that members become 
non-financial if Membership Fees are 
overdue by more than 6 months (i.e. 1st May) 
and that membership is automatically 
terminated if Fees are overdue by more than 
18 months. 
 

It is the member’s responsibility to advise 
the Secretary of any change of address or 
other contact details. 
 

PWI 2010 Journals 
 

Orders for 2010 Journals are now closed. 
 

Orders for 2011 Journals may be placed from 
November 2010. 
 

The Part 2 2010 Journal has now been 
received and sent to those members who 
have ordered them. 
 

The main articles in this edition of the 
Journal are: 
 

i) Timetabling and Our Railway’s 
Future – Jonathon Tyler is passionately 
committed to enhancing public transport. 
He has recently specialised in making 
the case for a strategic, integrated 
timetable for Britain’s railway and I this 
paper he outlines how robust timetabling 
could contribute to increasing network 
capacity and route utilisation. 

ii)  Friends United, the TRT909 – Phil 
Kirkland describes a recent visit to see 
the Harsco TRT909 Track Renewal 
Train at a worksite in Gore Canyon, 
Colorado, USA. 

iii)  Analysis of EPS Track at Carstairs 
South Junction – Claire Monaghan 
outlines how permanent way engineering 
techniques were used to investigate and 
solve a tricky problem at Carstairs. 

 

Request from the Secretary 
 

At the March Meeting of the RTSA, a PWI 
member asked me about an article in the PWI 
April 2009 Journal which had on its cover a 
picture of a railcar crossing the Leven 
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Viaduct in Cumbria UK. I cannot remember 
who requested the information. 
 

I ask that whoever requested the information, 
please contact me. 

 
 

 

 
Contact with PWI South Australian Section Inc. 
 

Should members wish to contact the PWI SA Section for any reason, please contact the 
Secretary - Stephen Townsend on 0400 135 481 during working hours or, if more convenient, 
any of the Committee members. 
 

Contact details for the 20010 Committee are as follows: 
 

Position Name Phone No. Email Address 
Chairman Harry Olsen 8344 0151 h.olsen@pandrol.com.au 
Secretary Stephen Townsend 0400 135 481 st771048@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer Neil Orange 8217 4331 norange@artc.com.au 
Programme Director Stuart Glynn 8343 5524 glynns@transfieldservices.com 
Committee Members Roger Wyatt 8344 6939 januseng@chariot.net.au 
 Matthew Hart 8217 4260 mhart@artc.com.au 
 Roderick Taylor  
 John Dring 8294 0384 dring@bigpond.net.au 

 

Vice President John Adams 8295 5640 marg1john1@bigpond.com 
 
Notice of Committee Meeting 
 

Committee members please note that the next Committee Meeting will be held on: 
Monday 31st May 2010, 

at TransAdelaide, 71 Richmond Road, Mile End commencing at 4.30 pm. 
 

Notice 
This Newsletter is published by the PWI South Australian Section Inc. All correspondence, corrections or queries 
relating to the Newsletter should be address to the Secretary, PWI South Australian Section Inc., GPO Box 318, 

Belair, SA 5052. 
 

Disclaimer 
Any statement or opinion in this document is offered in good faith based upon information supplied. However, no 

responsibility or liability is accepted by the Permanent Way Institution, South Australian Section Inc., or its 
members for or in respect of any statement or opinion in this document, irrespective of how or whether that 

statement or opinion may be relied or acted upon.  
 
 
 
 



 

The Permanent Way Institution 
South Australian Section Incorporated 

 

GPO Box 318 
Belair SA 5052 

 
 

Personal Membership Renewal 
 
Member Details 
 
Name ………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Town …………………………………….. Post Code ……………….. 
 
 
Contact Phone No. ……………………………………………. 
 
Email Address ……………………………………..………… 
 
Membership Renewal 
 
Members Location Membership Fee Your Payment 
 
City Member $25.00 ………………….….. 
 
Country Member $10.00 ……………………... 
 
 

  



 

 

The Permanent Way Institution 
South Australian Section Incorporated 

 

PO Box 318 
Belair  SA 5052 

 
PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Surname:  

Given Names:  

Postal Address:  

(To which all correspondence 
will be addressed) 

 

Telephone No.  

Fax No.  

Email Address  

Year of Birth  

Brief Details of Railway 
Experience 
 

 

Subscription Required  
(Please Tick One Only) 

1) City Location  
 

2) Country Location 
 

Proposed By:  

Name Signature 
1)  

2)  

Please refer enquiries to: 
 

The Secretary 
The Permanent Way Institution  
– South Australian Section Inc. 
PO Box 318 
Belair SA 5052 

 
Mr Stephen Townsend 
Phone No. 08 8370 2465 
Mobile No. 0400 135 481 
Email: st771048@bigpond.net.au 

 

This form to be forwarded with appropriate 
remittance to: 

The Treasurer 
The Permanent Way Institution  
– South Australian Section Inc. 
PO Box 318 
Belair SA 5052 

 

 
Note: 
1. Cheques to be made payable to “The PWI South Australian Section Inc” 
2. Proposers may be arranged by Committee if required. 
 

Official Use Only 
Receipt No. Date Elected: 

 

 



 

 

The Permanent Way Institution 
South Australian Section Incorporated 

 
The Permanent Way Institution is a democratic association with membership drawn from railway engineers, track 
staff and others, all of from a technical or practical interest in railway permanent way and works. Personal 
Membership is also open to non-railway people who have similar interests. 
 
The value of the Institution is educational and social, and its object is to increase members understanding of the 
work on which they are engaged, both in the field of permanent way and in the other branches of railway civil 
engineering. 
 
The Institution originally started in the British Isles where most sections are to be found, however other sections 
may be found in Central and Southern Africa, South East Asia, New Zealand and Australia. In addition to the 
South Australian Section, other sections of the PWI in Australia may be found in NSW and Queensland. 
 
Section meetings are for the reading and discussing of papers and the exchange of views and are held at frequent 
intervals and at least 4 times per year. Site visits and excursions are also undertaken from time to time. 
 
The South Australian Section publishes a Newsletter prior to each meeting. The Newsletter gives details of the 
future and past meetings as well as any other business related to the Section. 
 
The UK PWI publishes a Journal 4 times per annum and South Australian Section members may purchase this 
publication if desired. 
 
The UK PWI also publishes a reference book titled “British Railway Track – Design, Construction and 
Maintenance” which may also be purchased by South Australian Section Members. 
 
The Annual Subscriptions and Entrance Fee (payable in advance) for Personal Membership of the PWI South 
Australian Section is as follows: 
 

Personal Subscription Details 
Location * Subscription Only 

(No Journal) 
Entrance Fee 

City $25.00 Nil 

Country $10.00 Nil 

 
* - Personal Members located within the Adelaide Metropolitan Area pay the City Subscription rates. Members 
located outside the Adelaide Metropolitan Area and including interstate and overseas pay the Country 
Subscription rates. 
 
 



 

 
Dry Creek Railcar Depot Site Visit 
Directions to Contractors Car Park 

 


